2008 Herndon High School Girls Tennis
Team and Tryout Guidelines

Mr. Nick Palatiello

571-263-2070 cell number
nick@jmpa.us
Tryout Information:

Feb. 25 – Tryouts begin/ALL forms DUE

Feb. 28 – Team announced

Location: Herndon High School courts and facilities

Forms Due Feb. 25:
1. Completed Physical
2. Completed Emergency Care Form

3. Completed Herndon HS Activities Form

Completed means fully filled out and SIGNED by parent/guardian and doctors. Make sure you have thoroughly comb through these forms because both you and your parents (and doctor) typically have to sign in more than one place. You CANNOT tryout without forms completed. Forms can be found in the Herndon Activities Office or on the Herndon Athletics webpage.

Players must be passing at least 5 classes in the fall and spring semesters to make the team.

Attire:

Proper tennis attire is required, which includes: tennis shoes, racket and athletic wear. During tryouts conditions are usually not ideal for tennis, meaning sweatpants, sweatshirt and warm hat are necessary, shorts/skirts alone are not appropriate in these cold conditions. Layering is encouraged as tryouts may be moved inside depending on weather conditions.

Jeans, kahakis, dress shorts/skirts, street shoes, etc. are NOT appropriate for tryouts or practice. If you have problems getting proper attire, please contact Coach Palatiello.

Expectations

Due to limited court space with the guys and girls tennis teams in the same season, the roster will be made up of 12-16 players. Selections will be made on Thursday, Feb. 28th at the end of practice after Coach Palatiello has had an opportunity to evaluate each player. Note:  Cuts will be made in confidentiality – there will be no postings or name calling. Please understand that if you do not make the team this year Coach Palatiello will be more than happy to sit down and discuss his thoughts with you and/or parents.

Try-outs will last 4 days from Monday, Feb. 25 to Thursday, Feb. 28.

Criteria

1. Talent

2. Attitude

3. Character

4. Game Knowledge

5. Paper Work

Talent: players who have tennis coordination, have played competitive/league tennis, and/or have practiced regularly are more apt to make team.

Attitude: Players who show determination in all aspects of practice: running, stretching, playing and sportsmanship will gain recognition in evaluations.

Character: Players will be evaluated on demonstrate their wiliness to participate and learn in all aspects of the game, not just on the court.

Game Knowledge: Be sure that you know how to keep score correctly before you step out on the court on the 25th.  Rules and scoring can be found on USTA.com. If you need additional assistance, please contact Coach Palatiello before the beginning of try-outs.
Paper Work: ALL forms, fully complete MUST be turned in by Feb. 25th.
Player evaluations for talent at practices can be expected to be focused on running, agility and footwork drills because of the weather. Cuts are not entirely based on match play. Sometimes match play is a good indicator of a player’s talent and sometimes it is not as useful. As far as try-outs go, match play is sometimes used and sometimes it is not depending on weather and court space

Important Dates: Herndon Tennis 2008

Feb. 25th (Monday) - Feb. 28th (Thursday): Tennis Try-Outs from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
March 10th (Monday) – Mandatory Tennis Parents Meeting at Herndon High School at 6:30 p.m. 

June 4th (Wednesday) – Sports Banquet Tennis at 6:30 p.m. 

Girl’s Tennis Schedule 2008: please keep in mind that tennis is not an “optional sport.” The expectation is that you will be at every match and practice unless 1.) you have school work with a note from the teacher  2.) sickness 3.) unforeseen circumstances. Make sure that you share this schedule with other clubs, bands, and groups so that teachers, parents, peer can plan accordingly.
Thur.      3/6  Scrim. @DOM (4:30)
Tue.        3/25         CEN 
Fri.          3/28         FX
Wed.      4/2           @CHA
Fri.          4/4           ROB
Tue.        4/8           @OAK
Fri.          4/11         WF
Mon.      4/14         @CEN
Fri.          4/18         @FX
Tue.        4/22        CHA
Fri.          4/25         @ROB
Tue.        4/29         OAK
Thur.      5/1           @WF
Wed.      5/2           @CEN

Districts TBA

